
Appendix - 1 

Health Care Safety Net
Measures, Their Definition, and Data Sources 

Suggested by AHRQ 

Note: Definition of Disability Status

Individuals were classified as having a disability if any of the following three conditions were 
true:

1) They were 5 years old and over and had a response of ‘‘yes’’ to a sensory, physical, mental or 
self-care disability; or 

2) They were 16 years old and over and had a response of ‘‘yes’’ to going outside the home 
disability; or

3) They were 16 to 64 years old and had a response of ‘‘yes’’ to employment disability.

Disability Conditions asked of population 5 years old and over: 

(a) Sensory Disability:  Blindness, deafness, or a severe vision or hearing impairment  

(b) Physical Disability:  A condition that substantially limits one or more basic physical 
activities, such as walking, climbing stairs, reaching, lifting, or carrying  

(c) Mental Disability:  Learning, remembering, or concentrating 

(d) Self-Care Disability: Dressing, bathing, or getting around inside the home 

Disability Conditions asked of population 16 years old and over: 

(e) Going Outside the  
Home Disability: Going outside the home alone to shop or visit a doctor’s office 

Disability Conditions asked of population 16 to 64 years old only: 

(f) Employment Disability: Employment disability; and working at a job or business 

If any of the above condition of disability with the exception of (f) is true then individuals age 65 
years old and over are considered disabled. 
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